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Amendments to Claimq 



Please amend the claims as indicated in the listing below, which listing supersedes and 
replaces all prior listings of claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A user interface m ethod for use with a model that generates ^mtimaljprice 
markdown scenarios for items of commerce the user interface method c omprising 

using the modcLto generate, automaticall y, an optimal price markdown scenario d is p laying 



merce, the optimal p r o p o se d niarkdowns scenario being based on a predefined objective 
function and on a predefined automatic analysis, 

displaying to a user, via a graphical user interface, a table showing the optimal price mark- ; 



items of commerce or groups of items of commerce and which shows markdown informa- 
tion th^for r the markdown information including a markdown price and an impact of thai; 
markdown price. 

e nabliog the use r to cause changes in t he au t omatic analysis, and 

having the user input via the graphical display interface, proposedmodifications to the 
markdown scenario shownin the table. 

displaying to the user, via the graphical user interface, an updated table showing an impact 
of the user-proposed modifications to t ha opting price markdown scenario^jfcejapdatedj 
table having rows each of which identifies item s of commerce Q f groups of i temsof com- 
merce and showing markdown information therefor, the markdown infor mation including 
a markdown price and an impact of that m arkdown price. 

displaying to the us e r information about an im p act of th e chang es on m etr ics - ass oci ate d 
withthe - items . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 in which the updated tabl e shows an impact of the 
us^typrQpo^jmp diflqations on any o f m ertrie g comprise s ales dollars, gross profit, or time 
when out of stock will occur. 




for a plurality of i tems of com* 



down aqeparift, gfin^tftd hv the m odel., the table having rows, each of which identifies 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 in which the step j)fhaYineAe_userinput proposed 

modifications in c ludes having the user specify e faange s in the automatitr an afr^ 
specifying a markdown price in place of a markdown price determined by the mo4ek re» 
tamatic analy sts. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 in which the stepjrfJte^^ 

modifications includes ha v in g the user reject changes in Hie automatic analysi s include 
r ej e cting one or more a t least one o f the proposed markdowns. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the information displayed about proposed mark- 

downs includes the amounts of the markdowns, 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the information displayed about proposed mark- 

downs includes the costs of the markdowns* 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 in which the stepisfhari qfl fcft W$ mputproposed 

modifications includes permit ting thq met to control execution of the step of displaying 
fo fl upfi flfe d t ablo^jhcrah y , p ermitting user use r can ennlral th e status of the displaying -rtf 

th e markdowns to permit i nteraction with die displayed information prior to committing to 
executing markdowns. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the information about proposed markdowns includes 

composite information about the total impact of the markdowns. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the information about proposed markdowns is dis- 

played at a level selected by the user. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9 in which the level comprises individual items, or items that 

belong to a style, or subdivisions or division of a commercial operation. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 in which the ffep_o£ having the user input pro- 

posed modifications includes having the user specify changes i n thc automatic - amilv ste 
com p ris e changes in the predefined o bjective function or in rules that govern the predefined 
automatic a nalysis. 
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12. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the objective function comprises optimizing gross 

margin dollars while targeting 100% sell-through by an out-of-stock date. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the information about proposed maricdowns com- 

prises a forecast of financial outcomes by time period with respect to one or more of the 
items of commerce. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13 in which the financial outcomes include sales, inventory, 

or margin, 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1 in which the information about proposed maikdowns com- 

prises a whaMf analysis that predicts financial outcomes based on user indicated mark- 
downs in a succession of time periods* 

16. (Original) The method of claim 15 in which the financial outcomes include sales, inventory, 

or margin. 

Claim 17 (cancelled). 

18. (Newly Added) A method comprising 

A. displaying information about proposed markdowns of retail prices for items of commerce, 
the displaying step including 

executing a model that proposes markdown prices for each of said items or groups 
of said items, ' 

generating a display which (i) identifies a said item or group of said items and 
(ii) shows markdown information therefor, the markdown information including a 
markdown price proposed by the model for such item or group of items and includ- 
ing and a financial impact of the markdown price, 

B. enabling a user to effect changes in the displayed information, the enabling step including 
enabling the user to propose a different markdown price fbr an item or group of items than 
one proposed therefor by the model, 
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C. enabling the user to to select or reject a markdown price proposed by the model for one or 
more of said items or groups of items in the display, and 

D, displaying information about the financial impact of the markdown prices for the items or 
groups of items proposed by the model in step (A), as changed by the user in step (B), and 
selected by the user or rejected in step (C). 
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